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and it makes me think that in this time of unveiling 
we might come to see more of this in the future.  It 
could also be that the thing we fear the most is not 
the change, but the effort we all will have to put 
forth to bring make it work.   

 
We, the people of this world, have all faced deep 
and dif�icult changes in our history. But we are still 
here and still doing this thing called living. I 
attribute that to the Lord our God, who gave us this 
gift of life. I also believe that God gave us hearts of 
love for one another and brains that can work to 
adapt to the changes we face. The Lord our God has 
given us every tool we need to care for one 
another. In the past, we have not always done a 
good job of that. Maybe then, as this world changes, 
we can embrace the positive changes we see, and 
further those efforts. So that the “new world” we 
create after this pandemic is just a little more 
caring that before.   
 
Pray for each other friends. Pray for this changing 
world and that we will remember all the times God 
as worked out His will for the good of His people 
through our tragedies and tribulations. Pray for 
courage, strength, acceptance, and comfort for all 
those who need it at this time.   

The	Times	They	are	a	Changing	  
  

Friends, we are living in an ever-changing reality. 
A reality that can feel like the end of the world. I 
have even had people ask me if this pandemic is a 
sign of the apocalypse. I believe that COVID-19 is 
de�iantly apocalyptic. But the word “apocalypse,” 
from the Greek, means an unveiling or revealing. 
So yes, Covid-19 has revealed that we don’t wash 
our hands enough. It has also lifted a pretty big 
veil about our population crisis, and the limits of 
our health care. I don’t think that the world is 
going to end because of this virus, but I do think 
the world is going to change. The thing about 
change is, when it is a big change, it can feel like 
the whole world is different.   

 
What we are facing, in our nation, community, 
and church is a big, scary, new world order kind 
of change.  We are all concerned about how the 
economy will recover when we are told to shelter 
at home. We are all worried about the least, lost, 
and last in our communities who need care, 
shelter, and togetherness the most. We are all 
worried about what it means for us to not be able 
to come together as a church and the impact that 
might have on all churches. These are all relevant 
fears, and a necessary part of facing the changes 
that are happening whether we like it or not.   
 
I don’t know the end result of this pandemic, but 
I am encouraged by some of what I see in this 
church and community. I am seeing more people 
reach out to one another on the phone and by 
mail. I am encouraged to see friends and families 
call each other to catch up and chat. I am 
encouraged to see families spending more time 
together at home, playing games together, 
sharing meals together. These are nice changes 

Pastor’s	Page	

For more information about COVID-19 
please visit: 

www.cdc.gov 
www.health.state.mn.us 

Church Of�ice Hours 
during the COVID-19 Crisis 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
* Of�ice hours are subject to change 

 
Pastor Rachel or Cheri are  

available by phone or email  
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May	Newsletter	

deadline	is	

April	15. 
 

Please submit your articles to Lori by Noon! Contact 

her at lorigpcnewsletter@charter.net Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

April Memory Verse: 
“But	as	for	you,	be	strong	and	do	not	give	up,	

for	your	work	will	be	rewarded.”		

	 2	Chronicles	15:7	

 

 

                      Winter Quarter 

 

 

 
During Winter Quarter (December 1 –  February 
23) ~ We had one January snow day with no 
Sunday School. The average attendance for all 
ages was 19 people each Sunday.  
 
Cole	MacAskill had just one miss during winter 
quarter. 

Sunday	School	News	

Happy	Birthday!	

Ray	La$ky	 April	2	

Janice	Jacobson	 April	7	

Tammy	Engstler	 April	9	

McKay	Schultz	 April	11	

Brycen	Hansen	 April	14	

Mary	Lowery	 April	15	

Ann	Lubinski	 April	19	

Gayle	Arndt	 April	22	

Audrey	Olson	 April	23	

Marty	Jacobson	 April	26	

	

Happy	Anniversary!	

Henry	&	Chris	Schantzen	 April	22 

The	John	Knox		
Presbyterian	Women	

were planning to meet here at 
Grace Church on Saturday,	May	2,	
but because of COVID-19 that 
meeting has been cancelled. 

The pizza and pool party 
was amazing fun for 
everyone! Eleven children 
and thirteen adults 
attended the event with 
some of the adults in the 

water, playing 
games with the 
kids!! 

Weekly	Offerings ~ If you 
would like to drop off your 
weekly giving, please use our 
new secure lock box located in 
the entry-way by the church 
of�ice.  

Saturday	Sandwiches	
	
For the foreseeable future Grace 
Presbyterian Church will be making 
sandwiches on Saturdays for the 
homeless and food insecure in our 
area. These will be to-go or drop-off 
meals. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact the church of�ice. 
Volunteers are limited to 4 people per Saturday.  
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Session	Summary	

Session approved the following items at its regular meeting on 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020: 
∗ To serve communion on Easter, April 12, 2020 instead of the 

�irst Sunday in April. The members will come forward, the 
servers will wear gloves and hand the bread to individuals. 

∗ There will not be an Easter breakfast this year.  

∗ Our building will be available to the Red Cross for blood 
drives as needed. We will not provide volunteers or treats for 
them. 

∗ Due to the coronavirus pandemic we will be suspending 

worship services and all church activities until April 4, 

2020, at which time the situation will be reassessed. 

∗ The	Session	has	decided	that	for	the	health	of	the	
members	and	friends	of	Grace	Church	to	cancel		
worship	until	May	3.	On-line	services	will	be	held. 

∗ During this pandemic the church of�ice will be staffed but 
meetings will be by appointment only. 

∗ During this pandemic Grace will provide a midday meal on 
Saturdays, for pick-up, from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., using 
donations from community resources. If we provide any 
supplements for these Saturday meals, they will be paid for 
with monies from the Special Mission fund. 

∗ To explore the option of online giving with Merchants bank 
through our website. 

∗ Discussed many options for staying in touch with our 
members during this pandemic. Session is working on ways 
to get church to everyone via internet such as social media, 
email, YouTube, and videos. Snail mail was also discussed for 
those without access to the internet. 

∗ Set up a phone tree so we can keep in touch with all members 
and friends of Grace. 

∗ The spring Chicken-Q scheduled for April 18, 2020 is 
cancelled. 

∗ The Steamboat Days fundraiser will be Sunday, June 21, 2020 
with all proceeds going to the GPC Youth Activities and 
Mission.  

∗ The summer Chicken-Q will take place Saturday, August 9, 
2020 with 15% of the proceeds going to Souper Thursday. 

∗ The soup lunch will take place October 3, 2020 with 15% of 
the proceeds going to the Winona Warming Center. 

Pam Lica, Clerk 

MN	FoodShare	
Update:	

 
As of Sunday, 
March 15, 2020, 
YOU have given 
$4,807!!  

 
Volunteer Services made an 
announcement that would continue the 
Minnesota FoodShare through the end 
of April, so please keep being the 
generous congregation that you are!!  
 
All money received for MN FoodShare 
through Sunday,	May	3 will be counted 
toward of goal of $6,000! 

As of March 15 YOU have given $1,315 
toward helping those who are buried 
under huge medical debt! Donations for 
this worthy cause will be received until 
April	5.	

 
The three programs 
supported by One 
Great Hour of Sharing 
- Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, and Self-Development 
of People - all work in different ways to 
serve individuals and communities in 
need. From initial disaster response to 
ongoing community development, their 
work �its together to provide people 
with safety, sustenance, and hope. As of 
March 15 you have given $50. Gifts to 
OGHS will be received through April	12.	
Drop off your �ish banks during of�ice 
hours so they can be counted! 
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Office Hours 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Tuesday - Friday 

 

 

Sunday Morning  
Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship 

10:30 am 

Fellowship Time 

11:30 am 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
222 E. Broadway 

Winona, MN 55987 

Mission  

Because we are 
unconditionally loved by 

God, we are called to do the 
same in thought, word, and 

deed with our family, 
community, and world. 


