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Summer Outdoor
Worship Services

Sunday School News ~
Looking Ahead

Sunday, August 15
10:30 a.m.

Mark your calendars!
Sunday School begins on
September 12

Remember to bring a
chair or blanket to sit on.
Following worship, a picnic-style lunch will be
provided by the Fellowship Committee!

News from Session
Session held its regular meeting in person on Wednesday,
July 21, 2021, and approved the following items:
∗ Some of the chairs will be put back into the sanctuary as
we return to pre-COVID times.
∗ Communion will be served on the second Sunday in July
and August.
∗ The Audit Committee report with an amended
procedure regarding bank deposits.
∗ To have a church family picnic on August 15 following
worship.
Pam Lica, Clerk

We will gather in the sanctuary for the
opening at 9:00 a.m. It will be great to
be back together learning about our
Lord Jesus! Adult class will be held at
the same time and will meet in the Cry
Room.
If you have questions, please contact
Pastor Rachel or any member of the
Christian Education Committee.

Everyone who has email has been invited to
use this web-site to sign up for Sunday
morning jobs - Liturgist, Usher or Counter.
You MAY be asked to enter your name and
email address. PLEASE do this step in the
process. This helps with our 5low of
information through the web-site.

AUGUST AT-A-GLANCE!
Tuesday, August 3 @ 5 - Christian Ed Committee
Wednesday, August 4 @ 4:30 - Worship Committee
Saturday, August 7 @ 9 - Humane Society Work Day
Wednesday, August 11 @ 5 - Deacons
Thursday, August 12 @ 1 - Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, August 15 @ 10:30 - Outdoor Worship
Thursday, August 18 @ 6:30 - Session
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If you have had trouble signing up, please
contact the church of5ice with the dates and
job with which you wish to volunteer and
we can help you out!
This web-site is VERY easy to use.
August 2021
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Pastor’s Page ~ Synod School in Review
Pam and I had a wonderful week at Synod School,
held annually, in July, at Buena Vista University in
Storm Lake Iowa. It is run by PC(USA)’s Synod of
Lakes and Prairies and is VERY Presbyterian in all
the best ways. Several classes 5illed 4 timeslots each
day, and night-time mini-courses supplemented
learning.
This year’s speakers were Jill Duf5ield of First
Presbyterian Church in Greensboro S.C and former
editor of The Presbyterian Outlook and Samuel Sun,
the new Manager of Diversity and Reconciliation
for the PC(USA). Both speakers were wonderful,
taking us from creation to resurrection in a very
personal and spiritual way.
This year I took Morning Yoga, The Humor or Christ,
“Shift” Happens, and Improv with Song! I loved all
the classes. Learning how to stretch in the morning
gave me more energy for the day - hopefully I can
keep it up! The Humor of Christ class was full of
funny anecdotes, and it was suggested that if the
teacher, Rev. Dr. Tom Willadson, was ever unable to
teach the class I easily could take over. I am
choosing to take this as a compliment, since the
alternative would be that I caused too much of a
disturbance in class.
“Shift Happens” was a class about the great shifts of
the church. Every 500 years the church goes
through what Phyllis Tickle called a “rummage
sale” of sorts. It is a major shift in the church from
one point of view or theology to another. The last
one was in 1517 when Martin Luther nailed the 95
thesis to the church doors to begin Protestantism
as we know it. If we are paying attention, we can
see major shifts in the church, largely due to
COVID-19 and the ensuing adjustments. There are
other shifts at work, too - less obvious ones that, if
we pay attention to them, can guide the church into
deeper discipleship and a more sustainable
presence as the Body of Christ on the earth.
The last course I took was “Improv with Song” and
was just plain fun. Improv is an unscripted acting
technique that forces thinking on one’s feet and be
in the present. The song element simply adds
another level of hilarity. Some of the songs that we
enjoyed were “I’m gonna’ swim like Phelps,” “So I
married a congregant: that is not something you
should do,” “Sometimes labor lasts 3 days,” and
“We are proud of him, he’s special.”
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The only sad part was how much we missed all
those who were unable to come this year. Synod
School had about half the attendees due to COVID.
But the group was gracious as ever as we video
called many of the folks who couldn’t be there, and
made one very special call to a Mrs. Tammy
Engstler by ALL OF SYNOD SCHOOL during chapel
time. I encourage anyone who loves to learn, who
knows what it is to be a Presbyterian, and who
wants to have good food, fellowship, and fun to join
us next year for Synod School.
From Pam Lica ~ I spent a wonderful week at Synod
School with 400+ other Presbyterians. During the
week we had the opportunity to participate in a
variety of classes and/or workshops. The courses I
took were “THAT’S in the Bible?!”, “What my
Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy”, “Towards a Prairie
Spirituality”, and Swedish (Huck) Weaving.
In “THAT’S in the Bible?!” we looked at some of the
lesser-known stories and discussed the cultural
context as we read between the lines giving the
stories some very interesting twists and turns. We
looked at what these stories could tell us about how
humans relate to God and to each other. The stories
we discussed were Elijah, John the Baptist, Noah,
Lot, Abraham, Annanias and Sapphira, Saul and
Solomon.
“What my Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from
the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy” is the PW’s
Horizon Bible Study for 2021-2022. The study
looks in depth at the lives of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth,
Bathsheba, and Mary. We discussed how and what
Jesus may have heard about the grandmothers in
his ancestry and how we learn from and about our
grandmothers today.
“Towards a Prairie Spirituality” explored the human
connection to place. In Biblical times people went
to the desert for solitude and meditation. We don’t
have deserts here in the Midwest, but we do have
prairies. We looked at how the prairie ecosystem
can be a metaphor for our spiritual life and faith
journey.
Each year I like to take a craft class and this year I
learned Swedish (huck) weaving. Huck weaving is a
rather unique cross between embroidery and
counted cross stitch. Now I know how to do it, but
do need to practice.
I can’t wait for Synod School next year. It is always
the last full week in July and everyone is welcome
to attend since there are classes for infants to age
100!!
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Sunday School News

Dear GPC friends and family,
A big thank you for the cards, good wishes, and
especially the prayers as I underwent surgery
for oral cancer, and as I recover. I was able to
come home after three days in the hospital. The
surgeons were very pleased with how well it
went, and how well I can talk coming out of it. I
think they may have had some divine help.

Calling ALL Kids!!
“Anchored ~ Deepening Faith in God”
is our VBS theme this year!
Sunday, August 29
Kids ~ Remember to invite your friends to join you!!
Our exciting, active learning-VBS is here! At 11:30 a.m. lunch
will be served for the VBS students, helpers and teachers. Next
is the opening at 12:00.
Children ages 4-12 will learn how to deepen their faith in God
through stories, music, crafts, games, and a special mission
project! VBS will have a closing at 2:15 p.m. which parents can
attend with the children. We will dismiss at 2:30 p.m.
Please have your child bring an offering for this VBS mission:
Clean Water Initiative through the Presbyterian Mission
Agency: water 5ilters for places in the world that must cope
with contaminated local water systems and need a way to have
safe water for drinking, bathing and cooking. The offering
collected will be sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency who
will send it to people who need this gift.

Birthdays
Rollie Salling
Connor Johanson
Jon Lica
Mary Rennells
Jennifer MacAskill
Paul Weiner
John McGill
Joseph McGill
Jane Dietrich
Mercedes Martin
Jessica Smith
Jack Looman

August 1
August 6
August 10
August 11
August 11
August 13
August 14
August 14
August 21
August 22
August 24
August 28

The support, cards, prayers, and good wishes
from the church family mean a great deal to me
and Kathy as I recover and try to get ready for
the next step (radiation therapy).
Yours, Paul
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and
calls during and after my surgery. I am SO
grateful to be a part of such a caring church.
Thank you to Pastor Rachel for her beautiful
prayer for me the day before my surgery. I felt
peace and tranquility - no anxiety at all - going
into surgery and that is due to prayers going up
to heaven on my behalf!
Also, a HUGE thank you to the Deacons and
Pastor Rachel for making meals for my kids
while Mike was recovering from shoulder
surgery. They are extremely grateful!
Cheri & Jack
Mike, Jessica, Nathan & Jacob

Anniversaries
Jim & Gayle Arndt
John & Michelle Johanson
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August 24
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Mission
Because we are
unconditionally loved by
God, we are called to do the
same in thought, word, and
deed with our family,
community, and world.
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