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Statement: We at GPC do not and never will 

condone racist words, actions, or ideals. Such 

things do not hold with our church mission 

statement “Because we are unconditionally loved 

by God, we are called to do the same in thought, 

word, and deed with our family, community and 

world.” We at GPC take these words seriously and 

remain committed to building the Kingdom of God 

through Grace and Love.  

Church family, in this age I should not have to say 

this; Racism is wrong. People of faith should know 

that. We should know it in our hearts and in our 

souls because we believe in a God who created all 

people. We believe in a God who transcends race, 

class, and even our many creeds (Isaiah 55:9). We 

believe in a God who came down to earth to save us 

through sacri,ice. We believe in a Messiah who was 

olive skinned and a Jew! You cannot be Christian 

and believe that one race is superior to another. 

You cannot be Christian and allow hatred to reside 

in your heart. Such things do not and cannot 

coexist.  

The events in Minneapolis these last few weeks 

stand as a reminder that racism is ingrained into 

our system and all the things Martin Luther King Jr, 

marched peaceably for in the 60’s are still on-going. 

Strides have been made, yes. But we still have a 

long way to go.  

We all, even in our best intention, can be tone deaf 

to the plight of those who are discriminated 

against. As an all-white congregation, we need to 

understand that we are privileged. That does not 

mean we haven’t had to work for what we have, or 

that we have never suffered an injustice. It simply 

means that we do not have to worry about the 

same things that our brothers and sisters of color 

worry about every day. For example we are rarely 

ever asked to speak for our entire race, and we are 

not always questioning if our being pulled over, or 

denied a loan, or asked to leave a store is about the 

color of our skin. We cannot understand what it is 

to be someone else and we never will. But that does 

not mean we cannot do the work that needs to be 

done to combat racism in all forms. To do that we 

need to educate ourselves. This does not imply that 

we are stupid or uneducated. It implies that many 

of us who grew up in homogenous neighborhoods 

do not have experience dealing with other races. 

We must educate ourselves if we are going to build 

the sort of Kingdom where all of Gods children are 

welcomed and celebrated.   

I know many of us are eager to help out in the 

cities. Whether that is supporting the efforts of 

cleaning up after opportunists ruined peaceful 

protests, or aiding in the ,ight against racism. 

Below are some links to articles, some vetted 

charitable organizations, and ways to get involved. 

I will be passing on, through email, any information 

I get on how people can get involved.   

Education:	 

https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/ 

https://www.fpcfaithfulfamilies.com/anti-racism-

resources?

,bclid=IwAR2dIc7f4idoC1Ve3PknFlS9vQkuTBapdV

D2Vc8KpU8s663gQaXChdw9JBs 

Donate:	 

https://www.joincampaignzero.org/#vision 

https://minnesotafreedomfund.org/ 

https://www.givemn.org/story/Nufc 

https://www.loavesand,ishesmn.org/ 

 

 

In-person Worship 

Starting June	28! 

 

See page 2 for more information.     
 

Welcome Back!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Grace Church Family,  

 

Before we begin with our reopening plan I would 

like for us to pray. This is the Lutheran Prayer of 

Good Courage, and I believe it is ,itting for times 

such as these.  

 

“O God, you have called your servants to 

ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 

courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that your hand is leading us and your love 

supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.” 

 

When this pandemic ,irst began, many of us 

imagined we would only be taking a short hiatus 

and at some point in the near future we could all 

go back to normal. But the rami,ications of Covid-

19 continue to shape the world around us.  

 

Our future depends not only on our actions as 

individuals, churches, communities, and 

governments, but also on how this virus spreads, 

and affects the world around us. The way forward 

will only be determined by faithfully discerning 

the signs of the times, and responding 

accordingly.  It has always been that way for the 

reformed Church that must always reform in every 

age.  

 

Please understand: for at least the next year, we 

anticipate our lives to be shaped by the timeline 

set by COVID-19. This is not meant to scare you, 

but only to state the fact that we will continue to 

face dif,icult choices between con,licting needs 

and imperatives. Many of those most vulnerable to 

the virus are also vulnerable to being isolated 

without community as well. However, if we don’t 

continue our efforts to contain the virus, a new 

wave of infections and deaths will cause further 

damage, and we will lose what we’ve gained from 

the measures we’ve already taken. This is an 

uncertain time with tricky circumstances, and we 

at Grace are doing our best to consider the needs 

of all our church family.  

As the state re-opens and we have seen the 

numbers of con,irmed cases level off we believe it 

is time to reopen our church building for worship. 

This re-opening of the building will come with new 

restrictions and procedures to ensure the safety of 

our church family. Our	plan	is	to	re-open	on	June	

28	for	an	outdoor	service	(weather permitting) 
and have our ,irst inside service on July 5. I would 
encourage all of you to expect outdoor services 
often if the weather is good. This is a wonderful 
way not only to experience God at work in our 
community but to ensure that we are all safely 
distanced and our germs are not shared. Folding 
chairs are available but please consider bringing a 
blanket or chairs for the summer months should 
we decide to move the service outside!   
 
Below is what you can expect for Church services.  

∗ If you are at high risk or don’t feel well 
please	stay	home! Services	will	continue	
to	be	live	streamed!!	Make sure all who 
are coming to church are fever free! 

∗ Only 20-25	people will be allowed in the 
sanctuary. Any more than that will be 
seated in the Cry Room up to a max of 35 
people total (25% of our capacity). 
Weddings and funerals will have to follow 
these same rules. 

∗ Please observe social distancing at	all	
times: especially when in the hallways, and 
when entering and exiting the building. 

∗ Masks will be required	even if the service 
is held outside. This is for the safety of 
everyone! We will have extra masks at the 
church if you forget yours, but please try to 
remember to bring yours with you. If you 
take a mask at the church, please take it 
home with you - we do	not want them 
back! 

∗ Family units should plan to sit together. 
∗ Hand sanitizer will be available at all 

entrances to the church and you are 
encouraged to use it when you enter or exit 
the building. The hand sanitizer is VERY 
concentrated so just ONE	pump is enough! 

∗ For the time being, there will be no	
receiving	line,	no	snacks,	no	hugging	or	

shaking	of	hands,	and	no	fellowship	time	

following	worship. Please remember that 
this is for the safety of our most vulnerable 



	

Pastor	Rachel	will be 
taking some much 
needed time off!! She 
will be out of the of,ice 
from Tuesday, June 9 
~ Sunday, June 14. 
Even though she won’t 
be here to preach on 
Sunday, we will be 
offering a sermon by 
Rev. Chaz Ruark.    

 
	

Cheri will be taking some time off as well. Her 
daughter and grandboys are visiting from 
Michigan, so she will be off from Thursday, June 11 
through Tuesday, June 16.  

members. If you would like to visit, please 
do so outside the building and keep social 
distancing protocol in mind. 

∗ There will also be no	congregational	
singing, but if you ~ adults OR kids ~ 
would like to play for special music or sing 
a solo we would be happy to accommodate! 
Please contact Pastor Rachel or email the 
church of,ice at 
gracechurchwinona@gmail.com 

∗ For the safety of everyone, there will be no 
Holy Communion served in July.  

∗ Of,ice Hours have returned to normal: Cheri 
is in the church of,ice from 8:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. 

 
Offerings will be received by mail, in the secure 
lock box or by placing your gift in the offering 
plate in the back of the sanctuary as you enter, 
OR in the front of the sanctuary as you exit. 
The offering plates will not be passed during 
worship. 

We	appreciate	YOU	and	your	generous	giving	to	

our	special	offering	from	this	Spring!	

 

This is a curtesy reminder to remember your 

pledges during this time while we are not able to gather for worship! The 

church is still running ef,iciently, The Monday Morning Ladies Bible Study 

group and AA are back using our building. And we still have to pay our bills! 

Thank you to all those who have so generously given over the past months when we did not meet!!  

FYI	~	we	are	at	43%	of	our	pledged	giving	and	by	the	end	of	June	we	would	like	to	be	at	50%! 

Remember	your	

offerings!	

 

We’re holding a 
work day at the church on  

Saturday, June 20 @ 9:00 am! 
Please come and help get our 

building ready for 
RE-OPENING!! 

There will be jobs for every 
ability!! 

 
Please remember to bring your 

mask and gloves! 

 
at 

Grace Presbyterian 
Church 



Minnesota	FoodShare	Update	

Finishing	STRONG	
 

Thank you so much for your generous giving to the 

Minnesota FoodShare! On Wednesday, May 6 a 

check for $6,277 was delivered to Volunteer 

Services! You guys ROCK!!! 

SAVE	THE	DATE!!	
 

Please mark your calendar for 

Vacation Bible School on 

Sunday,	August	16,	2020.	The 
VBS, Anchored,	will meet right 
after the 10:30 worship service. 
Ages kindergarten through 
grade 6 are invited to attend.  

 
It will be an exciting two hours of Bible stories, 
music, games, crafts and lunch. This is always a 
highlight of our Church School year!  
 
Please plan to join us and invite your friends. You 
may sign up by contacting Pastor Rachel, Chris 
Schantzen, or Kathy Rosendahl. Please let us know 
by August 1. Thank You! 

Session	Summary	from	Two	Meetings	
 

Session held a very short meeting via ZOOM on 

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 and approved and/or 

discussed the following items: 

∗ To keep worship at 10:30 for the summer and 

to continue livestreaming as long as we need 

to. 

∗ To follow the Presbytery guidelines regarding 

reopening when we get there. The number one 

priority will be safety. Worship will look 

different. 

∗ To communicate with other churches in town 

as they begin to reopen. 

∗ A new, updated Terms of Use contract 

developed by Pastor Rachel and the 

Corporation Committee for groups using our 

building. 

∗ AA restarting their meetings 

∗ Fundraising may need to look at other options 

than what we have been doing. 

 

Pam Lica, Clerk 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Session held a special meeting via ZOOM on 

Saturday, June 6, 2020 and approved and/or 

discussed the following items: 

∗ The plan for reopening on June 28, 2020. 

∗  The “to do” list to make the reopening happen 

will be done on work day, Saturday, June 20. 

Workers need to bring masks and gloves. 

Treats will NOT be provided. 

∗ The opening statement in Pastor Rachel’s 

newsletter article on behalf of the church 

regarding faith and race.  

∗ Pastor Rachel will be on vacation from June 10 

through June 14.  A video service will be 

available from Presbytery on the 14th. How to 

access that service will be sent out in an email. 

 

Pam Lica, Clerk 

Thank	you	to	all	those	who	

sent	cards	and/or	messages	

and	prayed	for	me	while	

I	spent	most	of	the	month	of	

April	in	Lake	Winona	

Manor.		I	found	out	that	the	

Manor	is	a	good	place	to	be	

when	an	extended	“visit”	is	necessary	for	health	

reasons!		 Walter	Gilbertson	

	

Thank	you	for	the	prayers,	cards	and	phone	calls	to	

make	sure	I	was	ok	while	Walt	was	at	the	Manor.	It	

was	a	very	strange	situation	when	we	couldn’t	see	

each	other.	Phone	calls	just	don’t	take	the	place	of	a	

person	to	person	visit.	Maybe	the	staff		likes	it	‘cause	

they	don’t	get	questions	and	suggestions	from	

outsiders.	We’re	just	glad	to	be	together	again	

and	thankful	to	have	such	a	caring	church	family.	

	 Dorothy	Gilbertson	

Many thanks to  
Kathy	Rosendahl and  
Ellen	Mrkvicka for making 
masks for our church! The 
masks will be available on  

Sunday mornings if you forget yours ~ and 
then you can take it home with you. We are 
grateful for their service to our church! 



Happy	Birthday!	
Paul	Rennells	 June	2	
Kathy	Rosendahl	 June	3	
Pam	Lica		 June	4	
Candi	Kohner	 June	6	
Pastor	Rachel	Riggle	 June	10	
Connie	Styba	 June	11	
Ashley	Mrkvicka	 June	15	
Dorothy	Gilbertson	 June	19	
Mark	Anderson	 June	24	
Carmen	Anderson	 June	26	
Audrey	Smith	 June	27	
Tammy	Smith	 June	28	

 Happy	Anniversary!	
Dan	&	Ashley	Mrkvicka	 June	5	
David	&	Emily	Hansen	 June	18	
Jonathan	&	Jessica	Weitschat		 June	22	

July	Newsletter	deadline	is	

Tuesday,	June	15 
Please submit your articles to Lori by Noon! 

Contact her at lorigpcnewsletter@charter.net  

Thank you! 

Response	from	

the	John	Knox	

Presbytery	

regarding	the	

death	of							

George	Floyd	

 

Our nation is currently in the grip of racially 
charged demonstrations at a level unseen in this 
country in over 50 years. The angry protests are 
the result of a long -standing tolerance for 
inequality and abuse of persons of color, 
particularly African Americans. The catalyst of 
these rallies and riots is the death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These demonstrations 
serve to call us as people of faith to examine our 
own hearts and decide whether we continue to 
tolerate such evil or whether we stand for change.   
For the last 6-8 months several congregations, as 
well as the Council of John Knox Presbytery, have 
been discussing signing a commitment to be 
designated Matthew 25 organizations. That 
designation carries with it a pledge to follow the 
teachings of Jesus which call for us to feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the 
stranger, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and 
visit the imprisoned. Jesus refers to this as doing 
good “for the least of these who are members of my 
family.” (Matthew 25:40) The Matthew 25 program 
breaks these into three categories of emphasis, 
building congregational vitality, eradicating 
systemic poverty, and dismantling structural 
racism.  
Three incidents have either happened or come to 
light within recent weeks which demonstrate the 
racism which is too deeply imbedded in our 
systems and structures. Ahmaud Arbery was killed 
in a confrontation with private citizens who 
thought the young black man jogging in their 
neighborhood might be a burglary suspect. 
Breonna Taylor an  African American working as a 
local EMT was shot and killed by police who broke 
into her home looking for her boyfriend who was 
suspected of selling narcotics. George Floyd was 
arrested for purchasing merchandise at a local 
store and paying with a counterfeit $20 bill. While 
being arrested a police of,icer held his knee on 
Floyd’s neck for over 8 minutes, during which 
Floyd died of asphyxia. Even if all three were guilty 
of the suspected crimes, (and we don’t know that 

answer) none of those crimes carry a punishment 
of death. The most glaring common factor of these 
three is they are all African American. And these 
are just three recent examples of many, many more 
such abuses against people of color by our social 
systems. Certainly, not all police of,icers are racists, 
but lack of consequences for those who do act 
inappropriately has stoked anger within the black 
community and those who cherish equal justice 
under the law. 
The leaders of John Knox Presbytery af,irm that if 
anyone is guilty of a crime, they should be held 
accountable through due process. But we also 
declare that no one should have to die unjustly 
because of the color of their skin. The needless 
death of George Floyd calls us to action, as	inspired 
by the words of Matthew 25 to dismantle structural 
racism. We hope that you will stand with us.	 

John Knox Presbytery Of,icers and Staff: 
                Cathy Van Landuyt,  Moderator 
                Kristin Frederich,  Vice Moderator 
                Tim Gerarden,  Council Moderator 
                Alyson Janke,  Stated Clerk 
                Dave Hatz,  Treasurer 
                Chaz Ruark,  Executive Presbyter 



Grace Presbyterian Church 

222 E. Broadway, Winona, MN 55987 

Session Elders 

Kjersti Anderson ~ Fellowship / Nominating 

Ron Dietrich ~ Corporation / Nominating 

Rena Dornfeld ~ Christian Education / Fundraising  

Nancy Dornfeld ~ Worship / Personnel 

Pam Lica ~ Clerk of Session / Stewardship  

Jennifer MacAskill ~ Fellowship / Fundraising 

Chris Schantzen / Mission / Personnel 

 

Board of Deacons 

2020: Gayle Arndt, Kathy Randall 

2021: Ann Lubinski, Kathy Rosendahl 

2022: Candi Kohner, David Rosendahl 

 

Minister 

Rev. Rachel Rosendahl 
 

Office Administrator 

Cheri Looman 

 

Accompanist 
Myranda Orlovsky 

 

Treasurer 

 Jennifer MacAskill  
 

Church School Director 

Kathy Rosendahl 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Lori Fort-Hoerig 

lorigpcnewsletter@charter.net 

Phone 

507.452.4608 

Fax 

507.474.9108 

E-Mail 
gracechurchwinona@gmail.com 

Web site 

http://gracepresbyterianwinona.com 

 

Office Hours 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Tuesday - Friday 

 

 

Sunday Morning  
Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship 

10:30 am 

Fellowship Time 

11:30 am 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
222 E. Broadway 

Winona, MN 55987 

Mission  

Because we are 
unconditionally loved by 

God, we are called to do the 
same in thought, word, and 

deed with our family, 
community, and world. 


