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Summer Outdoor 
Worship Services 

 
Sunday, August 30 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Come and enjoy music and hymns  
from the 60’s! 

 
Remember to bring your mask and a lawn chair! 

A	Minute	for	Mission ~ Our Peace 
and Global Witness offering is one of 
the four Special Presbyterian offerings 
we provide for you. This helps not 
only the churches in the Presbytery, 
people of the world, but also our 
Winona community.  When we say, 
“The Peace of Christ be with you” and 
then we respond with “And with you” 
we are extending the peace of Christ 
as an active engaging witness of our 
faith.   

We, as a Mission Committee, have 
chosen the Winona Community 
Foundation, COVID-19 Relief Fund as 
our Peace and Global Witness mission.  
The Winona Community Foundation 
does not provide direct service, but 
partners with program providers to 
give .inancial resources to individuals 
in an emergency.  

We will be able to give 25% of this 
offering to the Winona Community 
Foundation COVID-19 Relief Fund. 
The Mission Committee will match the 
25% that stays locally up to $500 
dollars.   

Help us, the Mission Committee, with 
this offering to aid Winona County 
residents by giving generously to the 
Peace and Global Witness Offering 
bringing peace of mind to as many 
Winona County residents as possible. 

Hello Church Family, 
 
The Session of GPC met on Wednesday, August 19 and discussed   
indoor worship at length. If you recall, the last time we attempted 
to start with indoor worship our county and the surrounding 
counties had a surge in positive testing for COVID-19 so we decided 
to wait.  
 
Now the surge has lessened, but not the threat. With school starting 
up soon the Session decided to wait at least one month to see if 
another surge will spike from the opening of schools and college 
campuses.  
 
Your Session’s main concern is your health and safety. We do not 
want to put anyone at more risk than we already take daily. 
However, we all miss each other, and the fellowship we share when 
we come together to worship God.  
 
Therefore, Session	decided	to	continue	our	outdoor	worship	
services	throughout	the	month	of	September. This will be 
dependent on the weather, of course, but come rain or shine each 
service will be live-streamed on our Facebook and YouTube page. 
 
I hope all of you can join us at 10:30	a.m.	Sunday	mornings	in 
September for outdoor worship on the lawn! 
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Blessing	of	Hope 
By Jan Richardson 

From: The Painted Prayer Book:  

So That You May Know Hope © Jan Richardson 

 

So may we know 

the hope 

that is not just 

for someday 

but for this day— 

here, now, 

in this moment 

that opens to us: 

hope not made 

of wishes 

but of substance, 

hope made of sinew 

and muscle 

and bone, 

hope that has breath 

and a beating heart, 

hope that will not 

keep quiet 

and be polite, 

hope that knows 

how to holler 

when it is called for, 

hope that knows 

how to sing 

when there seems 

little cause, 

hope that raises us 

from the dead— 

not someday 

but this day, 

every day, 

again and 

again and 

again. 

  

   

“I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom 

and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 

with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called 

you...” Ephesians 1.17-18 

Pastor’s	Page	

Hope is a hard commodity to come by these days. 
When things continue to be pushed back, with 
the risks of the virus still looming, and the 
onslaught of negativity from our society it can 
feel like there is no hope to be had. I wonder 
often if every generation has felt like this? Then, I 
am reminded of the words of Paul in Romans 8. 

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God; 20 for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22 We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the .irst fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for 
it with patience. 

Paul’s age was wrought with peril and risk for 
Christians who wished to worship together.  
Paul’s words remind us that in every age Gods 
people endured the hardships of this world, and 
we can do it too. Even if we are inwardly 
groaning we know that we are saved, and we 
know that our hope in Jesus is sure and true.  

There are acts of kindness, justice, and brotherly 
love happening in our world every day; even if 
we don’t always see them. It could be that when 
we don’t see the hope – as Paul suggests - is 
exactly when we need it the most. So, if you are 
not seeing the hope of goodness in this world, 
pray for what you do not see. Then take God’s 
leave to be bold. For our struggle is not like the 
one of the .irst church and we are free to show 
goodness, and the love of God in all the ways we 
can. Don’t spend your time waiting for hope to be 
shown to you, be it. 
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News	from	Session	
At their meeting on 
August 19, Session 
made the decision to 
transfer money from 
the savings to 
checking  to pay for 
on-going expenses.  

 
Statements re.lecting your giving through the 
beginning of August were recently sent out. If 
you have not kept up on your pledge, you are 
encouraged to do so! 
 
If	you	are	doping	off	your	offerings	at	church,	

please	place	them	in	the	secure	box	in	the	

entryway	by	the	of$ice.		

We at Grace Presbyterian 
Church value Christian 
Education, especially for our 
kids. Even though we are not 

meeting inside our building we still see education as a priority.  

At least for the month of September, Sunday	School	materials	
will	be	mailed	to	your	homes.	We implore parents and 
students to take the time to look through the material and 
embrace the opportunity to study together and learn about 
Christ. Parents,	your	support	and	involvement	is	necessary	
for	this	to	be	a	successful	learning	experience.	 

Sunday	School	News	

Calling	all	Children	and	Adults!	 
 
We are looking for more cards, 
drawings and pictures to send 
out to members and friends of 
our congregation who might be 
feeling lonely. It is a way to 
encourage them, and tell them 

they are cared for. 
 
Thank	you	to	those	who	have	already	dropped	
off	pictures	for	us	to	send	to	our	members	and	
friends!!!		 
 
Please drop your creations off at the church of.ice 
(leave them in the entry way by the of.ice if the 
church is closed) and we will send them out! 

Birthdays	
Matthew	MacAskill	 September	5	

Helen	Philipps	 September	6	

Eleanor	Schantzen	 September	10	

Lilyann	Engstler	 September	18	

Jacob	Nustad	 September	23	

Kaylee	Mrkvicka	 September	27	

	

	

Anniversaries	
Todd	&	Carol	Bell	 September	6	

Keith	&	Tammy	Smith	 September	15	

Session held their regular meeting, mask to mask 
with social distancing, on Wednesday, August 19, 
2020, and approved the following items: 
 
∗ To transfer $10,000 from the Unrestricted Fund 

to the General Fund to pay bills 

∗ To allow St. Martin’s Schools to use our building 
as an evacuation location 

∗ To allow the Lions to return to using our 
building in September with the Restrictions 
Agreement 

∗ To drop Dave and Emily Hansen’s names from 
our rolls at their request 

∗ To have the local portion (25%) of the Peace 
and Global Witness offering be matched up to 
$500 from the Special Mission Fund and given to 
the Winona Community Foundation, COVID-19 
Relief Fund  

∗ To have a goal of October 1, 2020, to meet back 
in the building for worship, depending on the 
COVID-19 situation. Outdoor services will be 
held every Sunday in September, weather 
permitting. Sunday School will not be meeting 
until we can meet in the building. Session will  
reevaluate this at their regular meeting on 
September 16, 2020. 
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Office Hours 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Tuesday - Friday 

 

 

Sunday Morning  
Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Sunday Worship 

10:30 am 

Fellowship Time 

11:30 am 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
222 E. Broadway 

Winona, MN 55987 

Mission  

Because we are 
unconditionally loved by 

God, we are called to do the 
same in thought, word, and 

deed with our family, 
community, and world. 


